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ppCLARATIQN OF PRELO HOOD UNDER 37 CF.R, fi 1131 



Sir: 



Prelo Hood^ dedaie: 



1 , I am over ti^renty-one years of age and make this Declaration In support of 
lihe above^dentlfied applicatioa 

2. I eun cimrently employed by Tyco Healthcm^ Ret^ Gm^ oflQngof 
Prussia/ PA, the parent corporation of the assignee. Paragon Trade Brands/ Inc. I have a 
Bachelors of Engineering Technology from University of Norlih Carolina; Charlotte. I 
hove been employed In the absorbent article indtxstty since 1996/ as a Manufacturing 
Department Manager from 1996 to 1999/ and as a Research and Development Project 
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Manager from 1999 to 2001 My cuiz^nt position is Leg^ liaison to tha Research 
Developixient Departm^ whichl have held aixtce 2004. 

3» I have read and tuulet&tand the stbav^id«ntified appBcation C'€h« pment 
applicatlon'O, as wdl as US. Patartt Na 5,968^ to Pexdelwite (-Terddwitz 

4. I supervised a labaratory test comparing the rextfet test method disclosed 
and claimed in the present application to die rewet test metJtod dlsdosed in Perdelwttz 
C^the Perdelwitz meS^od"*), and testing an abs orbent article such as that dlsdosed in 
Ferdetwitz under the lewet test method of the present Ihvention- 

5. Two products vrere prepared and tested: TestrProdnct A and Test Product 
B. Both Test Products vrevt an absorbent article havinig a Uquid impervious outer layer^ 
a liquid pervious inner layer/ and an absorbent core disposed between the outer layer 
and the inner layer. Test Product A had a nonwoven transfer layer disposed between 
the bin£T layer arul the absorbent core. Test ProdiiictB had on apertured film ttaiiafer 
layer disposed between the inner layer and the absc^bent core. 

& The nonwoven transfer layer of Test Product A was an adhesive-bonded 
PET nonwoven xnateiial/ having a b^s weight o£40 grams per square meter (gsm). 
This nonwoven is equivalent to a carded thenxiobond PP/PET having a basis wei^t of 
40gam. As a transfer layer/ 1 bdleve that a 40 gsm adhesive-bonded PET non 
would produce equivalent or better rewet results, as compared to a 40 gsm PP/PET 
carded therroobond lusnwoven. 
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7i TJieapertured film traiisfer layer of Test Ftodurt 
Tredegar Him Products, Inc. of KdraiDjid, VAr as described In the preaent appHcatioit 
The apertured film comprise liquid imperviaus Blm surface havmg a plurality of 
protrusionfi iimt eirtfind £rom dvB 

temiinating in aperture. The apertured film was oxicnted such that the plurality of 
protrusions esttended toward the ahsoxbenf: core. 

8, Ten a amp les of Teat Product A and ten samples of Test Product B were 
sul^ectedtothePerddwittrewettertmetiiCHl The Perdelwitzrewet tests were 
per£brmed according to the test method disclosed in PerdeJwitz at cdumn 9, lined 16 
through 4:^ and as outlined in the left^handcolunm of the table of E)di^ Any 
deviationd from the actual toat method disclosed in Perdelwitz are dearly identified in 
ExhibitA. The de^dations were due to the inability to produce an exact repHca of ^ 
Perdelwitz test apparatus. I do not believe that the deviations^ alone or in combinationr 
were sufficient to cause a significant difference in d\e reaulte. Test results produced 
during die Perdelwitz rewet tests are summarized in Exhibit B. 

9. Ten samples of Test Product A and ten samples of T^t Product B were 
subjected to the rewet test method of the present applicati^ These rewet teste were 
performed according to the test method descnbed on pages 14 tJuroug^ 17 of the 
spedflcatlorv and outlined in the right-hand column of the table Arty 
deviations from the actual test meOiod disclosed in the present invention are clearly 
identified in B>diihlt A I do not believe that the deviatons, alone or in comhinatioiv 
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were siiffl ci ent to caxtse a significant difference In the r egults. Test lesults produced 
dixnng 1bB tewet tests performed according to ilie pxesent application are smnmaxized 
in Exhibit B. 

m The results a£ the laboratory teet demonstrate that the Perdeiwttz maOiod 
prodoces lower rewet restdts ilian the test method of the present application^ {or 
products having either an apertured film transfer layer or a nonwoven transfer layer. 

11. The reerults of the laboratory te&tlurther demonstrate that an abscnrbent 
article having a Perdelwit&4ype nonwoven transfer layer does not inheraally have a 200 
milliliter r ewet under load of 1^ than about 1 . 25 grams and a 300 milliliter lewet under 
load of less than about 4 grazno/ when tested according to the test method of the prcsent 
application. 

12. Ihe results of the laboratory test further demonstrate that an absorbent 
ertide having an apertored film transfer layer such as claimed in ihe present 
application, have lower rewet test results than an absorbent article having a Perdelwitz- 
t3^e nonwoven transfer layer. 
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13. I furdier hereby declare tiiat all statements made hereixi of my own 
knwvl edge are true and ttmt all rtatemerrts made on inftranatlon and belief are believed 
to be trui^ and furdier lhat these statetxients were made with the Icnowlodge Aat wiDfuX 
false atatetnents and Hie tike so made axe punJahabte by fine Or imprisomnCTiv of both, 
under Section 1001 of litie 18 of the United States Code^ and that such wiOful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



DECLARANT; 



PteloHood 



Date: 



s 
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Exhibit A: OutUneof RewetTertM^ds 



Perdelwitz Test MeUiod 


Rewet TeatMeflidd of 
Present AnpHcfttlon 




Striketfaroufih Plata 


at O.C. fiooL leading ^go 

pf otruding fiom hole 
tM, 2" id. qpenii^ to produot 
t0telwe#it: 0.3 psi 

(1) Slrilwtteongfi plate i» 4'»i?4» (nfit 4*Vl2'0 
CZ) StrOcetliiuus^ plats is rtbick(Q^ 
(?) mbolftttdtaUliavea l''L<L<ii0t«2''id.) 
(4) Total is Oi>4pai(ti0C 0.03 p8d 


100 sun &cpsx^ («^" X O x25nun thick 
25ram Ld. hole cut (-r*) 

hole centered on plate 

tapered hole> 

six-anned opening to prodnc^ six 9.5inm x 

ItSmxnfllots 

(no weight specified) 

Deviaiianr. 

(I) Stdkethiough plata is 2.7*^1.5* (not 4^^") 
C2) Tml wi&X i» 0. 14p5i (was not speetfled la 
arii^inid mfidukO 


Placement 

orifice Qcatmi 61" [?] &om the leadmg bdttbOk 
edge cf tiie fiont waistband 
centeted wUbmiiie Ifig cufb 

(1) Qcifiee is ceatared to the transfer law 


ori^oe plaoad over the oentar of abfiorfoezit 
core 

(1) Orifice is centered to fhs transfer layer 


1) Mtiel- ^ 100 mL 

2} 10 mbia after initial 100 xnL 
3) 20 minfi after initial IftOmTt 

Total: 3Q0mL 


Ipsnfts 

1) initial 100 mL 
* fkSpsiloaiJoTlQ mittltftf 

2) (-^Onuna after initial) 100 mL 

- a j psl load &r 10 minutes 

- MWit for 10 mlnvte^ 

3) ('*40niinsaSm-initiA0 100 mL 

- pii load fi)r 10 mimuies 
-rMMtiBbf IQtaimites 

Total: 300mL 


Rewet Method 

canduc^xsd 50 miimtm nftcr initial mmut 
load: 4'*x4''welgbt-0.5p8l 
2dlter pi^>ers> S"* square 
(no weii^t spedfied) 
load / paper m^ittained for Z minutes 


oonduoted oSmt every insult 
load: 2.5'*x2.5"weij^-0.Spsi 
fbrfirctitwet ISgoffiltR-pi^^cr 
for second rewet 79g of filter pq>er 
for third rowet: 90gof filter p^)6r 
load / paper metntained for 10 minutes 

(1) uad measM$ 4"364" Owt 2JS^S% but la stQl 
O^pai 

(2) Filter papm ate aquard (iiot specified in 
method) 

(3) For first rewct, 29g of ^hsr pi^eit were used (oot 
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Exhibit B: Rewet Test Reralto 





Perdelwitz 
Test Method 


Test Method of Present Application 






l<«Insii]t 1 Z^lBBvh 1 sntlnsidt 


Test product At dOsam Adhesive ] 


Bond FET Ttmsfet txrtt 




0.90 


0.40 




21.20 




1.00 


0.50 


7.00 


4030 




0.70 


0.60 


10.30 


3Z10 




0.70 


OAO 


11.10 


26.38 




0.60 


0.70 


6.90 


30.70 




1.60 


0.50 


2.90 


20.80 




0.80 


0.70 


230 


10.40 




1.80 


0.50 


3.90 


10.50 




0.30 


0.50 


10.50 


18.90 




1.30 


0.50 


1.50 


6.40 


Ave 


0.99 


0.53 


5.93 


21.77 


stdev 


0^ 


0.11 


3.71 


ia82 


Test Product B: 3D Avertured Film l^ansf er taver 




0.10 


0.30 


0.40 


0.50 




0.10 


0.40 


0.90 


2.10 




0.60 


OAd 


0.50 


4.50 




0.10 


030 


0.40 


4.20 




o.io 


0.50 


030 


0.50 




0.10 


0.60 


0.40 


0.70 




1^0 


0.50 


0.40 


0.50 




0^ 


0.40 


0.60 


0.80 




0.10 


0.50 


1.50 


0.70 




0.20 


1.20 ~^ 


0-50 


1.20 


Ave 


0.28 


0.51 


0.59 


1.57 


atdev 


OJO 


0.30 


036 


1.54 
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